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COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH ORGANISATION’S  
SOUTH WEST WESTERN AUSTRALIA SUSTAINABLE YIELDS PROJECT 

Statement by Minister for Water 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [9.13 am]: I rise to inform the house of recently announced 
findings from the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation’s South West Western 
Australia Sustainable Yields Project. The 18-month project investigated likely surface and groundwater 
resources under several climate and development scenarios. The project area extends from Geraldton to Albany 
on the south coast and supports more than 1.9 million people. 

It is important to note that the results are scenarios based on assumptions about the future climate, land uses, 
abstraction levels and demands. Nevertheless, the project determined that overall there is enough water to meet 
all except high demands in a median future climate. It is only in a dry extreme climate and a high-demand 
scenario that the deficit may be significant. We must ensure that the high-demand scenario is not achieved, and I 
am confident that this will be the case. 

Proactive management of our water resource is a priority of this government, which has been demonstrated by 
the hugely successful trial winter sprinkler ban; the building of a 100-gigalitre desalination plant; the “Save 6” 
advertising campaign; and permanent water efficiency measures. This government has been successful at 
keeping Perth’s water consumption on target. Last summer was Perth’s second warmest on record and water 
consumption was just 0.3 gigalitres outside our target, which is a remarkable result. The people of Western 
Australia are to be congratulated for taking on a culture of water conservation.  

Should the predictions of CSIRO’s South West Western Australia Sustainable Yields Project eventuate, I am 
confident that Western Australia is well placed to manage reductions in surface water and groundwater levels.  
 


